Councillor Paul Osborne
Portfolio Holder for the Local

Development Framework

Rother District Council

Town Hall

Bexhill on Sea

East Sussex.  





26th January 2009

Dear Councillor Osborne

 

Re.      Core Strategy Consultation – Bexhill Rail Action Group
 
I am writing on behalf of Bexhill Rail Action Group (BRAG) as part of the Core Strategy Consultation.  BRAG believes that Rother District - and Bexhill in particular - is disadvantaged by poor transport links, and that improvements to rail services and infrastructure are central to future regeneration.

 

BRAG believes the Core Strategy’s objectives should escalate as follows

 

· Early timetable improvements to the Hastings/Ore – Victoria service to reduce the excessively long journey times.  An off-peak journey time of 100 minutes from Bexhill to Victoria is achievable with minor timetable adjustments

· A functional timetable on the Brighton – Ashford service to maximise good connections at Ashford into new high-speed Javelin services from December 2009.

· Early implementation of maintenance-led improvements to increase line speeds on the Marshlink, and the installation of barriers at Winchelsea level crossing, to reduce journey times and improve safety and performance.  

· Re-signalling in both the Bexhill and Polegate areas to reduce headways and increase capacity

· Construction of the Willingdon Chord, a short piece of track avoiding Eastbourne, which would reduce journey times to London by up to 20 minutes

· Provision of new station at Glyne Gap to serve Ravenside, Bexhill College and local housing.
 

The Coastway railway line between Ashford and Brighton is a Trans European Network route and eligible for European funding.

 

Finally and most importantly, BRAG advocates the full upgrade and electrification of the Marshlink to enable High Speed Javelin services to run from London to Hastings and Bexhill via the Thames Gateway, Ashford and Rye.  This could reduce journey times from the capital to Bexhill to just one hour and 10 minutes, creating a whole new corridor of regeneration, and making both eastern Rother and Bexhill attractive places to live and locate a business.

 

Yours sincerely

 

 

Brian Hord CBE, FRICS

Chairman, Bexhill Rail Action Group


