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Dear Sir/Madam 

London and South East Route Utilisation Strategy: Response by Bexhill Rail Action Group   

I am responding on behalf of Bexhill Rail Action Group in response to the Consultation document. 

Bexhill Rail Action Group would like to thank Network Rail for this opportunity to comment on this Route Utilisation Strategy. 

Bexhill Rail Action Group acknowledges that this is a strategic document that seeks to prioritise the management of the rail network in southeast England over the next 20 years.  With this in mind, Bexhill Rail Action Group is very concerned that the strategy does not appear to acknowledge the importance of the south coast railway line between Brighton and Ashford, nor the other railway lines between London and East Sussex. 

This concern stems from two important factors 

1.     The Brighton Mainline and Tonbridge Mainline both have capacity issues.  These impact on rail users from East Sussex towns such as Hastings Bexhill and Eastbourne, in terms of less frequent services, overcrowding at the top end of the line, and slower journey times in order to serve mainline stations closer to London (such as Haywards Heath, Sevenoaks and Orpington). 

  

2.     The East Sussex coastal towns are a regeneration area, and insofar as they are not well-endowed with good road links, improvements to rail services are all the more important. 

Three previous Route Utilisation Strategies, for the Brighton Mainline, Sussex and Kent have all failed  to address these issues. 

Furthermore it is likely that the centre of economic gravity over the next 20 years will shift eastwards to the Thames Gateway in the same way that Canary Wharf has expanded over the last 20 years, making stations at Ebbsfleet and Stratford key transport and economic hubs. 

With these factors in mind, Bexhill Rail Action Group considers that the final RUS must include a strategy to connect the towns of Eastbourne, Bexhill and Hastings directly to High Speed 1 through upgrade of the Coastway/Marshlink route between Eastbourne and Ashford.  This would then put East Sussex coastal towns on the same competitive basis as towns in east Kent. 

In order for this aim to be realised, the Marshlink line between Hastings and Ashford requires upgrading and electrification.  There would also be a need for additional track work at Ashford, which would increase all-round operational flexibility at that station. 

Such a development would also facilitate electric operation of the Brighton – Ashford local service, eliminating a pocket of diesel working in an otherwise all-electric network. 

  

Yours faithfully 

Hugh Sharp 

Chairman, Bexhill Rail Action Group 

